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the Month Courage and Core Value Visionary Leadership.  Their

video presentation sends a great message.  
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Battle of the Books
E L EM EN T A R Y

North Carolina's Battle of the Books can be traced back to a public radio program in Chicago in the 1940s originated by Ruth
Harshaw. Librarians exposed to the original show reconstructed the game to encourage reading today. The purpose of the
Battle of the Books program is to encourage reading to all students. Students, regardless of ability, are exposed to quality
literature representing a variety of literary styles and viewpoints by prominent authors in the area of young adult literature. The
game format creates interest and excitement in reading. Even during the height of the competition, students and coaches
should remember that the goal is to READ, not necessarily to win!

Twelve elementary schools competed May 3, 4, and 7 in the first ever virtual competition. The A.H Bangert, Vanceboro Farm
Life, Creekside and Brinson Memorial teams competed in semi-finals. The final two teams comprised of A.H. Bangert and
Vanceboro Farm Life played each other in a two round winner take all competition.  Craven County Schools is excited to
announce this year’s district winner for the elementary Battle of the Books Competition. 

The Elementary Battle of the Books District Winners are A.H. Bangert Elementary School. 

A.H. Bangert Elementary, 1st place, Kristy Williamson (Coach)
Connor Corby, Bailey Donlin, Sophia Gray, Marshall Hinckley, Mary Mac Hott, Ashleigh Kate Hunnings, Greyson Patton,
Damien Roberson, Emily Walker
Caroline Wilkins

A very special thanks to all teams and coaches that participated. Thanks as well to the competition officials: 

Robyn Register (Moderator – West Craven High)
Betty Witt (Judge – Havelock Middle)
Kam Osmus (Scorekeeper – Havelock High)
Marlena Shine (Scorekeeper – Learning Systems Coach) 
Lisa Chitty (Timekeeper – New Bern High)
Sarah Emmerich (Site Judge – New Bern High)
Michael Leyland (Site Judge – Grover C. Fields)
David Rackley (Site Judge – AIG)
Kelly Griffin (Site Judge – Learning Systems Coach)

An additional thank you to Kevin Reese, New Bern High CTE Culinary Arts Teacher and Holly Tolston, CTE Director for
helping with this year’s Dessert Off Competition. 



2021 ACADEMIC COMPETITIONS
 

Poetry Out Loud encourages students to learn about great poetry through memorization and
recitation. Through the program, students can master public speaking skills, increase reading
comprehension scores, build self-confidence and learn about their literary heritage. Poetry Out Loud
has inspired thousands of high school students to discover and develop deep, personal relationships
with great classic and contemporary poetry.
The N.C. Arts Council and Triad Stage, the host of North Carolina's Poetry Out Loud state
competition, in partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts, the Poetry Foundation, invite
N.C. students to participate in the program to gain a deeper appreciation of great poetry through
memorization and recitation. The program starts in the classroom, broadens to the state level and
culminates at the national finals in Washington, D.C.  This year Mary Grace McCarthy from Craven
Early College placed 4th at the state level for Poetry Out Loud.  We celebrate you Mary Grace,
congratulations!

High school students nationwide read, analyze, perform and recite Shakespearean monologues and sonnets in
three qualifying stages: school, English Speaking Union (ESU) Branch and national.  The program begins in
classrooms nationwide each fall, culminating in school-wide competitions in early winter in which students
memorize and perform a monologue. The school competition winner advances to a community ESU Branch
competition, usually held between January and March. Here students perform their monologue and a
Shakespearean sonnet. The winner advances to the national competition held in New York City. At the ESU
National Shakespeare Competition (held in late April, near Shakespeare's birthday on April 23), students
perform their monologues and sonnets in New York City before a distinguished panel of judges as well as their
fellow contestants from across the country. Based on their performances, seven to ten students advance to the
final round. Finalists compete for cash prizes and the opportunity to attend a summer drama program.

Madison Denk from Craven Early College is the Branch Winner for the Colonial region (most of eastern NC) in
the ESU National Shakespeare Competition.  At this time, we do not have the results for her place in the
national competition but are confident she did remarkably. Congratulations Madison, keep up the great work!

Poetry Out Loud

English Speaking Union (ESU) National Shakespeare

NC National Association for Music Education NAfME National Concert
Band

The National Association for Music Education (NAfMe) All-National Honor Ensembles (ANHE) represents
the top performing high school musicians in the United States. So much more than a musical showcase,
the ANHE program is a comprehensive and educational experience. Craven County Schools is proud to
share that Anthony Dockett, Senior at New Bern High School was selected to perform at this year's virtual
event. 



H.J. MacDonald Middle
            Vivian Whitford, 1st chair, Oboe
             Abigail Williamson, 6th chair, Alto Saxophone

Tucker Creek Middle
                      Riley ‘RJ’ Meyer, 1st chair Tuba, All State
                                      1st chair Tuba, All District

                       Jodi Cook, 2nd chair Clarinet, All District
                       Shalyn Barnes, 6th chair Clarinet, All District
                      Grace Fortin, 3rd chair Oboe, All District
                       Jacob Crocker, 5th chair Trombone, All District
                      Heather Santos, 12 chair Flute, All District 

 Two students from Grover C. Fields Middle School
 ranked 7th chair in All-District Honors Band

 
Grover C. Fields Middle
Shannah Taylor, 7th chair, Trumpet
Grady Dixon, 1st chair. Percussionist
 

Ten students from New Bern High School also scored high 
enough to be placed in the All-District Band. Five New Bern
 High School band students scored high enough to audition 
for the All-State band. Also, two students from West Craven
 High placed.

                      New Bern High
                      Danielle Blackman, 9/10, Trumpet
                      Julio Brito-Arias, 9/10, Trumpet
                      Ethan Chapman, 11/12, Horn
                      Emily Dixon, 11/12, Clarinet
                      Anthony Dockett, 11/12, Euphonium
                      Michael Gibson, 11/12, Snare Drum
                      Alison Graham, 11/12, Trumpet
                      Thomas Green, 11/12, Trumpet
                      Adam Price, 11/12, Tuba
                      Erik Traheim, 11/12, Bassoon

                       West Craven High
                       Emely Cruz-Ramirez, 9/10, Clarinet
                       Luther Jones, 9/10, Timpani, (Eligible for All-State)      

 

Students across the district audition each January for a regional, All-District Band. Students that place high
enough in that ensemble are eligible to audition for All-State. In a normal year, after being selected for the
ensembles, students travel and participate in a 2-3 day clinic and concert.

This year, all auditions were submitted virtually and the students participated in a virtual awards ceremony if
they scored high enough to be placed in the ensemble. While this was not a “normal” process with the reward
of the trip and participation in the large ensemble concert, it is a testament to the tenacity of the students
who chose to go through the process anyways. 

Six students from Tucker Creek scored high enough to be placed in the All-District band. Three were All-State
eligible and auditioned for that prestigious ensemble. RJ Meyer made the ensemble as the first chair (top) tuba
player in the state for Middle School All-State. He participated in a virtual clinic with the principal tuba player
of the President’s Own Band, the premier Marine Corp Band that is responsible for all engagements of the
President. 

NC Bandmasters Association Eastern All-District Band - Patricia Dyal -
Tucker Creek Middle, Jodi Elbing - Grover C. Fields Middle, Chris Elbing -

New Bern High, Cory Lipsky - West Craven High 



Anthony Dockett, 1st chair, Euphonium
Michael Gibson, 2nd chair, Snare Drum

Sarah Crocker – 11th chair Trumpet 9/10 Band
Mason Waterman – 5th chair Trombone 9/10 Band
Ryan Meadows – 6th chair Trumpet 11/12 Band

RJ Meyers- 1st chair Tuba

Two of New Bern High students, Anthony Dockett (Euphonium) and Michael Gibson (Snare Drum), who
qualified to audition for All-State Band made it into the ensemble as 1st chair and 2nd chair, respectively and
participated in masterclasses with professional musicians.

New Bern High

Congratulations to the three students from Havelock High School to make the 2021 All-State Honors band
this year.  These students continued working on their solos and their scales for months on end. You showed
so much diligence and perseverance to work so hard to become one of the best in the state.  Way to go!! Go
Rams!!

Havelock High

The district is also proud to recognize one of our middle school students who place in the  All-State Honor
Band this year. This is a huge accomplishment and we are so proud of your hard work and dedication! 

Tucker Creek Middle

Congratulations to all on this spectacular recognition!

Congratulations to the ten students from Havelock High School to make the 2021 Eastern District 9/10 and 11/12 bands this year.
These students made the ensemble with the least amount of help ever from the teacher due to pandemic. It took a lot of hard
work and practice to make the band. These students demonstrated great work ethic by going above and beyond this semester. All
students who audition did well. Many of them worked really hard and their scores reflected it. Seven students qualified for to
audition for the State Honors Band.

Havelock High 
*Catharynne Jreisat - 1st Chair Clarinet 9/10 Band
Tiegan Bruhn – 7th Chair Clarinet 9/10 Band
*Sarah Crocker – 1st Chair Trumpet 9/10 Band
*Ashleigh Saloom – 3rd Chair Trumpet 9/10 Band
*Mason Waterman – 1st Chair Trombone 9/10 Band
*Kenan Thornton – 2nd Chair Baritone 9/10 Band
*John-Derrick Marroquin – 2nd Chair Snare 9/10 Band
Cat Hurst – 14th Chair Clarinet 11/12 Band
*Ryan Meadows – 3rd Chair 11/12 Band
Emmanuel Cantey – 3rd Chair Tuba 11/12 Band

*Qualified to audition for State Honors Band)

Congratulations to all of our students who placed at 
All-District Band. We are extremely proud of you and 
value your hard work, dedication, and commitment to Band.

NC Bandmasters Association Eastern All-District Band - Patricia Dyal - Tucker Creek
Middle, Jodi Elbing - Grover C. Fields Middle, Chris Elbing - New Bern High, 

Cory Lipsky - West Craven High Cont'd

All-State Honors Band



WINTER GUARD ATLANTIC INDOOR ASSOCIATION VIRTUAL
COMPETITION
The New Bern High School Winter Guard participated in an Atlantic Indoor Association Virtual Competition. The group performed
and recorded an abbreviated two-minute show which they submitted in April and earned the 2nd highest rating that can be made
which is "Excellent". 

We celebrate the following members of the 2020-2021 New Bern High School Winter Guard:
Luke Gladden, Kaci Ipock, Georgia Jones, Janya Moore, Lavinia Riggs, Keyana Smith, Madison Solock, Emily Sharp

Tucker Creek Middle has an active chapter of Technology Student Association. TSA is one of eight recognized
national Career and Technical Student Organizations (CTSOs), which are considered an integral part of the CTE
programs. Students involved in TSA in middle school are able to choose from between 30 - 40 different events that
are based on topics in technology, engineering, computer science, and more. Tucker Creek had eleven active
members in our TSA chapter this year. In prior years, we often work with volunteer engineers from FRC East,
although this year we were unable to do so due to COVID restrictions. Students worked hours individually and
within teams to research, prepare, and compete virtually at both the regional level in February and the state level
in April. As part of their research, some students also met on Zoom with experts in their fields. All students spent
many hours preparing and did not give up even throughout the challenges of this pandemic year. Students who
have qualified will have the option of participating in the National TSA Convention this summer. Collectively, our
TSA chapter has earned seven 1st place awards, two 2nd place awards, and one 3rd place award in our Regional and
State Conferences. 

Technology Students Association (TSA) Chapter students from Tucker Creek Middle represented their school with
pride at the Regional NCTSA Conference held in February. 

We are proud to announce that these students placed or won in their events.

1st Place in MS Biotechnology -- Jovan Garcia (6th grade) and Juan Diego Weilbacher (6th grade)
1st Place in MS Video Game Design -- Peter Rubenacker (7th grade) and Ana Stewart (6th grade)
1st Place in MS Digital Photography -- Shalyn Barnes (8th grade)
1st Place in MS Career Prep -- Garrett Schmidt (8th grade)
2nd Place in MS Career Prep -- Kimberly Kearby (7th grade)
 4th Place in Digital Photography -- Chloe Schreckengost (7th)
 
We are especially proud of their perseverance in completing their projects while primarily working remotely. 
 Congratulations to all the students tonight who participated in the Regional Conference!
 

NC TECHNOLOGY STUDENT ASSOCIATION (TSA) EASTERN REGIONALS –
MISTY GUTHRIE, ADVISOR – TUCKER CREEK MIDDLE



NC TECHNOLOGY STUDENT ASSOCIATIAON
(TSA) STATE CONFERENCE – MISTY GUTHRIE,

TUCKER CREEK MIDDLE CONT'D

 

Video Game Design: Peter Rubenacker and Ana Stewart
Career Prep: Garrett Schmidt
Digital Photography: Chloe Schreckengost

The regional winners then had an opportunity to compete in the state TSA conference
competition. As a result, we are pleased to celebrate the following state winners:

1st place in MS Biotechnology -- Juan Diego Weilbacher and Jovan Garcia 
2nd place in Digital Photography -- Shalyn Barnes 
1st place in Career Prep -- Kimberly Kearby 
1st place in Foundations of Informational Technology – Jacob Crocker 
3rd place in Foundations of Informational Technology -- Kimberly Kearby 
  
Congratulations to the entire TSA team for all of their accomplishments at Regionals
and at the State competition! Every student participant showcased significant growth
in their skills.  

Finally, we would like to acknowledge the students from Tucker Creek Middle who
prepared and participated in State Conference:Coding: Logan Gnesa and Corey Canty,
participated in an on-site 2-hour coding challenge using the Scratch programming
platform as well as completed a 1-hour exam on computer science/coding.

A special thank you to Misty Guthrie, teacher advisor for all of her hard work and
commitment to this wonderful group of students. 

NC DECA State Competition –
Connie Brame, Advisor – New
Bern High

The Distributive Education Clubs
of America (DECA) is an association
of marketing students that
encourages the development of
business and leadership skills
through academic conferences and
competitions. The Retail
Merchandising Event is a roleplay
simulation that challenges
students in marketing and
management functions and tasks
that can be applied to any retail
establishment. The competition
has 2 parts: a 100 question
Marketing Principles exam and a
role-play simulation where
students must compete with other
high school competitors to have
the best solution to the real-life
scenario.

DECA competitions prepare our
students for college and their future
career to be critical thinkers and
successful problem solvers. 10th-grade
student Ava Brinson from New Bern
High attended the conference held
virtually in November 2020 and was
awarded NC DECA District 2 winner in
the Retail Merchandising category. We
applaud Ava on her success!
           

National History Day Contest
Haley Hernandez, from Early College EAST High School, competed in the National History
Day Contest by creating a website for the 2020-2021 theme - Communication in History:
The Key to Understanding. This year the contest was held virtually with Regional, State,
and National Competitions. Haley finished 3rd in the Regional Contest and 1st in the State
Contest for her website, Ida B. Wells: “Princess of the Press'', and will be competing in the
National Contest virtually in June 2021. Haley also won a 2021 Special Award, the Southern
History Award in the Senior Division. Congratulations to Haley on a job well done!

https://site.nhd.org/83768008/home


In lieu of the regular Educator of Excellence celebration, which will not occur this year due to the cancellation of the annual
Conference on Exceptional Children, the Exceptional Children Division has created a new way for districts to recognize outstanding
educators, related service personnel and special education support staff providing services to students with disabilities during this
unprecedented time.

Exceptional Children Program Directors and Coordinators are invited to recognize Extraordinarily Exceptional Educators in their
district throughout the 2020-2021 academic year. The 2020-2021 Extraordinarily Exceptional Educator Recognition will be presented
via a virtual recognition board and each person recognized will receive a certificate of recognition. There will be three opportunities
to submit recognitions this school year. We look forward to your participation in this event to recognize and honor Extraordinarily
Exceptional Educators.

Craven County School Administrators nominated Exceptional Children Staff members that exude Extraordinarily Exceptional
Educators from their schools. Cathy Bodle, EC Teacher from Vanceboro Farm Life Elementary, Cherita Lassiter, EC Teacher from
Oaks Road Elementary and Amber Soltow,  School Psychologist from Grover C Fields Middle were selected as Craven County's
Exceptional Educators. 

First, we would like to recognize Mrs. Bodle teaches at Vanceboro Farm Life Elementary. She has gone above and beyond to assist her
students and their families with virtual learning and the navigation of virtual platforms for instruction. As a school leader, Mrs.
Bodle empowers both the students and teachers to also become leaders as part of the school’s The Leader in Me initiative. Vanceboro
Farm Life is delighted to acknowledge Mrs. Cathy Bodle as an Extraordinarily Exceptional Educator.

Second, we would like to recognize Mrs. Lassiter is extremely passionate about her students and their families and seeks to build
and maintain relationships with all students. Even through tough situations Ms. Lassiter maintains a positive attitude. She has been
instrumental to the success of many of our EC students during remote learning. The Oaks Road Owls are fortunate to have such a
dedicated and caring teacher to support our students with disabilities. 

Last, we would like to recognize Ms. Soltow from Grover C. Fields Middle School. As our School Psychologist, she consistently goes
above and beyond to meet the needs of students, as well as provides expert assistance to our staff. She is exceptionally
knowledgeable in her field and is a top-notch addition to the CCS EC team. We are very lucky to have Ms. Soltow at Grover C Fields
as she is very deserving of this special recognition. 

We congratulate all of our Exceptional Educators and thank them for their dedication to their students and families. 

2021 ATHLETIC COMPETITIONS
 

NC Junior High State Wresting Championship

 
On March 27th, Kennedie Brantley became a three-time NC Wrestling State Champion in
the Women’s Middle School division. Kennedie won in convincing fashion dominating
all her opponents on her way to the championship. She has been a part of the Havelock
Middle School Wrestling team for 3 years, along with being a captain. Kennedie was a
conference runner-up last year and would have been in the running for a conference
championship this year as an 8th grader. 

Congratulations Kennedie on your first-time champion title in Craven County Schools. 

2020 EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN EXTRAORDINARILY EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATOR
RECOGNITION – Mrs. Cathey Bodle- Vanceboro Farm Life Elementary, Mrs. Cherita

Lassiter – Oaks Road Academy and Amber Soltow – Grover C. Fields Middle 




